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Sweden has traditionally been politically and, earlier also militarily, engaged on the Western borders of Russia  -  in historic times during the 17th – 18th centuries -  sometimes in partnership with Ukraine. With the end of the Soviet Union, new opportunities opened up for a renewal and intensification of the Swedish-Ukrainian relations and mutual engagement.
The challenges in recent time facing the people of Ukraine are of extraordinary magnitude. The end of Ukraine as a Socialist Republic in the quasi-imperial Soviet Union meant for the people living on the Ukrainian territory the task of finding an identity as a nation state, but a nation state with more than one national identity within its borders. Crimea is a case in point. It meant a move from State/socialist economy towards market economy. As this has not been enough, Ukraine has been forced by circumstances to search for new political and security environments by redefining its relations not only to its big neighbor in the East but also by finding new partnerships in the West.
On Ukraine’s Western border, now old neighbors have become members of NATO, a security organization of democratic states. On the Eastern border the historic neighbor is trying to combine market economy with strong political discipline while struggling against a renewed isolation from mainland Europe. During a long life as a diplomat of Sweden, a country with NATO on one side and the Soviet Union over the Baltic Sea on the other side, I comprehend and respect the magnitude of the difficulties facing Ukrainian diplomacy and political leadership.

Of similar complexity but with somewhat less of security implications it the task of shaping the style and contents of Ukraine’s relations to the European Union. The adjustment of production and trade to the market system with all what that requires of legal and financial reform, education and communication in addition to adopt to fundamentals like freedom of speech, of association and of religion as well as building and developing an independent and lively civil society are time consuming and will probably not happen without internal political difficulties.
As the OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities (HCNM) I have for over six years dealt with the problems of majority/minority relations in Ukraine, especially in Crimea. This is an important national issue, but it has also highly serious international repercussions as the Russian Federation, the kin State of the ethnic Russians in Crimea and the Eastern Part of Ukraine, may be inclined, as it has been elsewhere, to intervene outside its own territory in support of its kin and citizens. The HCNM has outlined steps in the fields of education, political participation, TV broadcasting and policing, all aimed at preventing that minority situations develop into violent confrontation. He has especially emphasized that no 

State has the right according to international law to intervene in another country, violating the sovereignty and territorial integrity, involving its own ethnic kin in that country.  
Sweden is well known for its strong support to the European Union’s enlargement process.

This is a position that is embraced by all political parties from right to left, as Swedish political institutions are almost allergic to division and exclusion in international affairs. That means that Sweden is strongly backing Ukraine’s long term striving towards a membership of the Union. Sweden has together with Poland in the EU launched the Eastern Partnership project, aiming at promoting and deepening EU’s cooperation with, among others, Ukraine. It goes without saying that Sweden is welcoming the Association Agreement reached yesterday between Ukraine and the EU which contains prospects for free trade and freedom from visa requirements. However this should only be the beginning of a process of rapprochement of concrete steps towards the ultimate goal of full membership.
Recent events in Georgia and the offensive operations by Russian armed forces have clouded the skies and have made clear that much more attention must be devoted to the security in the Baltic- Black Sea region. Obviously the shaping of security structures has to be done, not in an adversarial manner, but in a dialogue fashion where all relevant actors must have a role to play, including also Moscow. The Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, the OSCE, with its strong institutions, provides a perfect forum for a dialogue where the three dimensions, security, economy and the human dimension must be given full attention. We are lucky in the present situation that Finland occupies the Chair of OSCE. No-one can better than the experienced and tested Finnish diplomacy address the challenges now facing the OSCE and indeed the whole community of European States.
This Nordic Forum is indeed well timed to consider in our deliberations the complex and politically sensitive developments.  On behalf of the Swedish OSCE network I am glad to note that it has been possible for us to contribute both financially and substantially to this event. Finally I would like to take this opportunity to express to our organizers STETE and PAUCI a sincere thanks for their efforts.
