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The human rights situation in Belarus remains unsatisfactory and, despite changing accents of its discussing and even a demonstrative “thaw,” it is characterized by systematic violations of civil and political rights. 
The principles of democracy, the rule of law and the fundamental human rights are violated in the country, including the right to take part in managing state affairs, freedom of expression, freedom of association and mass media, as well as the right to peaceful assemblies. The courts are not acting as an efficient tool of human rights protection, while the standards of fair trial are ignored.
In 2008, after the huge protest campaign of international and domestic human rights groups, and for the first time from 1995, all Belarusian political prisoners were released. However there are still dozens of politically repressed people, which were immensely fined or got years of restriction of freedom.
The atmosphere of fear is aggravated both by the state security agencies and the administration of state bodies; the mass media and journalists are under pressure and face barriers in their activity.
The role of political parties has been reduced to the minimum. There is no political pluralism in the Parliament again (in result of the imitation election of September 2008) and, in effect, the Parliament has been allocated the role of providing legitimacy to the President’s decisions. Politicians and public activists have been subjected to intimidation and harassment.
For many people, public human rights groups remain the last resort of hope in defending their rights. However human rights organizations are exposed to harassment and gradually forced out of the legal environment while the activities of unregistered associations are prohibited both by the administrative and the criminal legislation.

Belarusian criminal code (article 193-1) envisages up to 2 years of prison for activities on behalf of an unregistered organization even if these activities cause no harm to the state and pubic interests.

Several last years, the Belarusian Helsinki Committee remains the only legal nation-wide human rights organization, however, it is also on the brink of closing down due to charges of alleged tax evasion while implementing projects supported by the European Commission (though its grants are excepted from taxes), and, among others, BHC activists have faced prosecution in the forms of arrests and fines; officials raised obstacles to their activities.

It is unthankful to assess the situation of human rights and its development. However I would stress that this year the government released political prisoners but it is still dangerous to be engaged in politics. During this year the government has closed no independent newspapers but there are several criminal cases initiated against the few survived for alleged extremist publications. Belarus initiates international anti-trafficking debates but human rights groups receive complaints from prisoners that they were captured in Russia and other countries and brought to Belarus without the extradition procedure; some of them were sentenced to death.
Belarus has ratified all the main UN and OSCE human rights instruments; however, the state leadership ignores the critics of the international organizations on human rights problems and refuses to start cooperation with the aim to improve the situation in the country.

Human rights defenders demand from their governments nothing more than abiding by their international and domestic obligations and it is the international solidarity of NGOs and strong support from such institutions as European Union, Council of Europe, OSCE, United Nations, and special rapporteur on human rights defenders personally that help frontline human rights defenders to continue their risky activities, so much needed by their societies.
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