Dear Ombudsman of Georgia and Ombudsman of Armenia,

Ladies and gentlemen, dear participants

On behalf of STETE, the Finnish committee for European security, I wish you

all welcome to this seminar. STETE has had an important role in politics

throughout its history and particularly during the period of detente and in

promoting the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE) in

Helsinki in 1975. Working together with wide networks within and outside

official political institutions has allowed STETE to gain ambitious goals for

almost 40 years of its existence.

I am very pleased to welcome you to our seminar on Georgia and Armenia. In

today's seminar, we will take a closer look at how the transformation

towards democracy in these two countries looks today. STETE has worked hard to

raise awareness of Eastern partnership countries in Western world. We have

organised seminars here in Finland as well as in Ukraine, aiming to promote

different aspects of the Eastern partnership. Today Georgia and Armenia

participate to the new Eastern partnership program of European Union. The aim

of partnership is to foster peace, democracy and human rights in partnership

countries.

Strenghtening sustainable development and good governance are also among the

targets of the partnership. The Eastern partnership program is highly ambitious

program of capacity and institution building that goes further than any of the

previous projects by offering the governments of the transition countries

extensive support and by investing in their economic and political stability.

Nonetheless, there are still many open issues that must be resolved in Armenia

and Georgia.

The Russian troops are still stationed within Abkhazia and South Ossetia and

the contacts and co-operation with Tbilisi are still suspended. Safety, health

care, food and human rights

have been unquestionably violated in these regions, but we have high hopes that

the future will be lighter and the resolution to the crisis will be achieved

together. The economic situation in Georgia has however recovered significantly

after 2003. According to the World Bank Georgia has accomplished necessary

reforms in this field.

The Republic of Armenia re-established its independence in 1991. The

Post-Soviet years have not been effortless either economically or politically

for Armenia. It has declared becoming a Western democracy as its main target.

Armenia has strengthened its commercial relations with Europe, the Middle East,

and the Commonwealth of Independent States.

Before giving the floor to the next speaker I would like to express my

gratitude to our partners on behalf of STETE: the Human Rights group of the

Parliament, Aleksanteri Institute and Heinrich Böll have all given their input

on the preparation and planning of this seminar. I am also very pleased that Mr

Giorgi Chkheidze and Mr Armen Harutyunyan are here with us today. Thank you

very much for letting us enjoy your presence and your expertise. This is a

great pleasure for us. I would also like to thank all the speakers for their

contribution. Welcome again!
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