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1840 

 

·Creation of the Bardo Military School;  

 



  1848 

·Savitribai Jotiba Phule (1831-1897),  first 

woman teacher in India, a reformist, 

discussed the liberation of women, 

problems relating to treatment of widows; 

opened a school for girls in 1848 and for 

untouchable girls in 1852.   (Her portrait 

is on a government stamp)  



·Risala fi-lmarâa (Essay on the woman) of Ibn  
Abi Ad-Diyaf, published one and a half years 
before the promulgation of the 
Fundamental Accord (Ahd al-aman) which 
inaugurated institutional reform in the 
Tunisian province and in the writing of 
which the oulamas participated, in response 
to questions on  women's condition from 
Leon Roshes, French Consul General in 
Tunisia. 

 

1856 



1860s 

·Creation of the first public schools for girls and 

the establishing of obligatory primary education 

for children of both sexes(up to the age of 12) 

in Turkey. 

·1867.  Khereddine denounces Tunisian 

reluctance toward the education of girls, in 

Aqwam al masalik fi maõrifat ahwal al mamalik 

(The clearest indication of the state of nations). 

 



1875 

 

·Creation of the Sadiki Secondary School 

  

 



1879 

·The government journal provides  news 

on feminism in England and on women's 

movements.   

·Al Alam al-Adabi (The Art World) of  Zine 

al Abidine alSnoussi devotes sections to 

"Women in the world." 

 

 



1880 

·Creation of the first womenõs associations 

in Beirut and founding of literary salons in 

Syria (by Marianna March), in Cairo (by 

Princess Nazli Fadhel), and in Alexandria (by 

Alexandra Iphrinou). 



1881 

·Tunisia is occupied by France 

 



1882 

·Tarabai Shinde, a feminist, criticized 

patriarchy and the caste system, published 

in 1882  A comparison  between women and 

men, considered the first Indian feminist 

text. 



1886 

· Anandi Gopal Joshi (1865-1887), after the 

death of her baby, decided to study 

medicine. She graduated from Women's 

Medical College of Pennsylvania (United 

States) in 1886, becoming the first woman 

doctor in India.  



1892 

· Publication in Alexandria of the magazine Al-
Fatet(The young girl) by Hend Nawfel.  

·Between 1892 and 1939, 571 womenõs 
biographies written by authors of both sexes 
are published in Egypt. 

·Kadambini Ganguly (1861-1923), obtained 
her medical degree in England in 1892 ð she 
was the second woman to practice medicine 
in India ð organized a Womenõs Conference 
in Calcutta in 1906.  



1893 

·The magazine al-Maraa (The Woman) is 

published by Madiha al-Sabouni in  

Syria.   

· Women gain voting rights in New 

Zealand.     

 



1893 

Treachery attributed to 
Maghrebins, portrayed 
in the newspaper Petit 
Parisien (1893), in a 
drawing entitled : 
« Tragedy in Tunisia.  An 
Arabõs revenge. »  



1895 

·Bibi Khanoom Astarabadi (1858 or 1859 ðð 
1921), founded  first school for girls in Iran, 
published her book Ma'ayeb al-Rejal Failings of 
Men, a critical response to Ta'deeb al-Nesvan 
(Edification of Women) by an anonymous author, 
considered as the first  declaration of womenõs 
rights.  

·First public school for girls opens in Egypt.  

·al-Iktirath  fi houkouk al-Inath is published in 
Algeria by Med Ben Moustapha Ben Khouaja  

 



1899 

·In Tunisia, expenses for the Louise Renée 
Millet School(widow of a French military 
officer) are financed by the Tunisian 
administration (habous),  project 
supported by Béchir Sfar, a lawyer and  a 
journalist,. 
·The womenõs press in the Mashreq has 

prepared the terrain for the success of 
Qassim Aminõs Tahrir Al-Maraa(Womenõs 
liberation). 



END OF 19TH CENTURY 
  A pseudo-scientific work produced 

at the end of the 19th century, under 

the name of a fictitious Dr Jacobus, 

Lõart dõaimer aux colonies (The art of 

love in the colonies) was reprinted 

several times, up to the end of the 

1930s. It «provides a look at the 

native women of a rare pornographic 

sort é openly racist é the ônative 

bodyõ offered to the the 

colonials.»(Blanchard and Bancel, De 

lõindigene a lõimmigre, 1998). 



1901, 1903 

·1901. Qassim Amin publishes Al-Maraa Al-

Jadida(The New Woman).  

·Raden Ajeng Kartini (1879-1904), 

Javanese,  a pioneer in the field of 

womenõs rights, founded a school for girls 

in 1903.   



1905, 1906 

·1905. Abdelaziz Thalbi publishes, with two 

co-authors, Lõesprit lib®ral du Coran(The 

liberal spirit of the Qurõan), protesting 

against the veil and the seclusion of 

women. 

·1906. Women gain voting rights in 

Australia. 

 


