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Madam Chair, 

Your Excelencies,
Ladies and gentlemen,

First of all, I’d like to express my gratitude to the Finnish Committee for European Security for invitation to take part in this seminar and for the opportunity to share some reflections on Ukrainian-Finnish relations and Ukraine’s European aspiration. 

The history of relations between Ukraine and Finland goes back to the ancient times, namely to VII-VIII centuries, when the famous trade way “from Varangians to Greeks” was established and these relations, in my opinion, can be shortly characterized as friendly and mutually respectful. 
Along the XIX - early XX centuries both our nations were parts of the same Empire – Russian. Only the difference lies in the fact that from 1809 till 1917 Finland was an autonomous state within Russia having its institutions of power and strengthened national unity, while Ukraine at the same time lost the remains of its independence and was turned into a powerless province of the Tsarist Empire.

In 1918-1920 the Embassy of Ukrainian People’s Republic had functioned in Helsinki. By the way, there is a memorial plaque about that fact which has been inaugurated in 2004 by the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Ukraine on the building 15 at the Meritullinkatu street.

In 1918 H.E. Herman Hummeruse, the first Finnish Ambassador to the Ukrainian state said that “the ethnographical and historical reasons of the Ukrainians’ striving for independence must be important for Finland. The upholders of Ukraine’s independence were our obvious and natural allies. If this large and wealthy country had become independent it would have prompted liberation of Finland and preserved its freedom”. 

After 1921 the ways of our nations parted for a long time – Finland successfully maintained its independence and the Ukrainian People’s Republic was crushed by the Communist regime. Only after the collapse of “the iron curtain” Ukraine and Finland drew closer in their desire to build a new Europe.
I think that at present time bilateral relations are at a more active level than ever before. Today the high level Ukrainian - Finnish political dialogue has become regular. This reflects a mutual interest and desire of the Sides to learn to know each other better.

An official visit to Finland of V.Yushchenko, President of Ukraine in October last year gave a substantial impetus to further strengthening of our bilateral political and economic relations. At the beginning of 2007 the President of the Republic of Finland T.Halonen and Prime-minister of Ukraine V.Yanukovich had a meeting in Davos, Switzerland in the frames of the World Economic Forum. I hope that in 2008 a high-level Ukrainian-Finnish political dialogue will be successfully continued.

Hoping that our cooperation will remain such progressive and dynamic as it has become recently, I am convinced that it still has a large potential for further development. Deepening relations between Ukraine and Finland in all spheres – political, economic and cultural will strengthen the friendship between our nations, will enhance the process of all-European integration and will assist Ukraine to realize its European aspiration.
It is important fact that the EU Common Strategy on Ukraine was approved here in Helsinki in 1999. The provision of the strategy on “the opened doors of the European Union for Ukraine provided that it will meet the criteria of the EU membership that are defined by the Copenhagen Summit held in June of 1993”, has become for my country an imperative which for the last eight years has been defining the essence, priorities and dynamics of domestic political transformations.

Relations between the EU and Ukraine are currently based on the Partnership and Co​operation Agreement (PCA) which has entered into force in 1998 for an initial ten year period.
Since February 2005, the Joint EU - Ukraine Action Plan has provided a boost to the EU-Ukraine relationship. Within the framework of the PCA, it has become the political instrument for steering EU-Ukraine relations in all areas of cooperation.
In recognition of the significant democratic and economic reforms underway in Ukraine, the EU and Ukraine opened negotiations in March 2007 on a New Enhanced Agreement (NEA) and as for today five negotiating rounds have taken place. 
Negotiations have been conducted in a constructive and positive atmosphere, with both sides showing readiness to advance quickly and move into the substance of the negotiations. Talks have been conducted in plenary sessions and three negotiating groups covering (first) political dialogue and foreign and security policy (second) justice, freedom and security issues and (third) economic and sectoral cooperation.
It has been agreed that negotiations on the deep and comprehensive free trade area, will start as soon as Ukraine's accession process to the WTO has been finalised. The next negotiating round on the NEA will be organised before the end of 2007 in Kyiv.
I would like to stress that nowadays we have an encouraging situation in Ukraine for intensification of dialogue with the EU. The recent early parliamentary election in Ukraine has indicated the wide-range public support for the strategic course of Ukraine towards European integration. It also confirmed Ukraine’s commitment to strengthen and uphold European democratic standards and values. 

My country has passed a long and stormy way to restore independence. Now we want to transform Ukraine into modern democratic prosperous nation, the European model of state. Integration into the EU is a very natural way to achieve this goal and to leave behind a memory of the “Soviet camp” and Berlin wall. If you wish, this is our “national idea”, such a kind of “Ukrainian realistic dream”.

After the greatest wave of enlargement of the EU in 2004 Ukraine and European Union became neighbours and my country appeared in so-called “ring of friends” towards which official Brussels has elaborated the European neighbourhood policy (ENP). It offers increased cooperation but, however, the ENP ignores the natural right of European countries such as Ukraine to apply for the EU membership according to the Treaty provisions. 
The ENP also avoids a clear answer about the substance of the "neighbourhood" agreements which are supposed to be the next, higher level of contractual relations. The leading ENP countries in North Africa already enjoy Association agreements with the EU. Why then should the same type of agreement be denied to Ukraine? Against this background, the declared EU willingness "to tailor its support to the needs and aspirations of partners" sounds increasingly hollow.

Ladies and gentlemen,

Today we live on continent where no fence can save anyone from the standing in close interdependence. History teaches, that only justice, equal standards, common commitment to democracy, free markets and security co-operation can ensure a true unity of Europe. 
Sometimes you can hear some statements that Ukraine is not ready for membership in the EU. My point is that unreadiness is mutual, I mean – on both sides. But such situation is not for ever.
Ukraine with its huge economic potential, highly educated people, important geopolitical location and active position in the international policy-making has proven its capabilities to share responsibility for the future of the European continent. Seven consecutive years Ukraine’s economy enjoys continuous economic growth of around 7 per cent annually. In fact it is better than that of any other Eastern European state. 

Indeed to halt the enlargement process of the United Europe at the Ukraine border would be counterproductive. It would be a gross geopolitical mistake of the leaders of modern Europe and – at the same time - a severe injustice to the Ukrainian people.

Ladies and gentlemen,

This is where Ukraine stands on its way back to Europe. Of course, countries willing to join the EU have to pass different exams and tests. 
One may and can criticize Ukrainian shortcomings. Another would better encourage our successes. Whatever we face – criticism or support, we know that European integration is for ourselves, for our future generation the only way to be in Europe. 

In forthcoming months Ukraine intends to successfully fulfill the tasks of Action Plan as an interim instrument to strengthen bilateral cooperation with the EU and focus on negotiations of a new enhanced agreement which, from Ukrainian point of view, should lay down a strong foundation for achieving a Ukraine’s strategic goal – EU membership in a reasonable perspective, say in 10-12 years. 
Ukraine deserves to be a part of a united Europe, not just its neighbor.
To conclude, let me wish all the success to the Finnish Committee’s for European Security upcoming Ukraine project „The Nordic Forum for Security Policy 2008” which will be organized in Kyiv in 2008. 

Thank you for your attention.
