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Ukraine and NATO: consequences for Russia-Ukraine relations

1. Polls.  

"The desire to accelerate [Ukraine's] accession to this military-political bloc, expressed by the Ukrainian leadership, will entail serious consequences for the development of Russian-Ukrainian relations and will harm European security in general," the Russian deputy-ministry of foreign affairs G.Karasin said in January 2008. 

Leader of the Party of Regions and Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko and the Communist Party of Ukraine claim that such a step was only possible after a referendum. President Yuschenco, Foreign Ministry Ohryzco, the Party of the Nasha Ukraina which are strongly for joining NATO asap agreed. 

Let us consider the results of polls.
29.08.08 (16:21) According to the research results, spent by Institute of sociology of National academy of sciences Ukraine (the message from 4.09.08), 
- 27 % of the interrogated Ukrainians wish high-grade political both economic integration with Russia and the CIS countries, 
- 26 % suggest to be limited to economic integration within the limits of a zone of trade of the CIS. 
- only 17 % of respondents aspire to receive as soon as possible the status of a member of the European Union 
- 23 more % support deepening of relations about EU and creation of a zone of free trade. 
More than 43 % of respondents in all regions of Ukraine support neutral status of the country and insist on strengthening of own army. 23,6 % of respondents consider that integration into the European Union will unequivocally benefit economy and a life of Ukrainians, 24 % consider that it will change nothing. Almost half of respondents are assured that strengthening of relations with Russia will benefit and will improve an economic and social situation of Ukraine. About 22 % consider that it will change nothing in position of Ukraine and its citizens, 16 % are adjusted negatively and confident that strengthening of relations with Russia will not bring to Ukraine anything good. About half of respondents considers that the introduction into the NATO will lead to destabilization in the country - 46 %, and only about 30 % have answered that membership in the North Atlantic alliance will not lead to destabilization. At the same time, practically 70 % interrogated are confident that the foreign policy should not be at all at the given stage priority. They consider that it is necessary for government of Ukraine to give more attention to social problems and development of social sphere. 

A poll carried out by Ukraine's Democratic Initiatives foundation in January 2008 reported that over 50% of Ukrainians would vote against joining NATO. In the survey, 51.9% of respondents said they viewed NATO as an "aggressive imperialist bloc that would draw Ukraine into military conflicts." 

“The relation of the Ukrainian citizens to prospect of the introduction of Ukraine to the NATO” the data of interrogation of the population of Ukraine) the Center of social researches "Sofia" had been spent from September, 9 till September, 17th, 2006 interrogation of adult population of Ukraine. 
Supporters of the introduction of Ukraine in the NATO explain the position, first of all, to that joining to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization … 

· will give guarantees of safety of Ukraine; 

· will raise the international authority of Ukraine; 

· will allow to strengthen and modernise the Ukrainian army; 

· will accelerate integration of Ukraine into the European Union. 

The main motives of the negative relation to the introduction of Ukraine into the NATO are: 

· Possibility of deterioration of relations with Russia and the negative consequences of economic and not economic character connected with it (including will serve Russia as an occasion to introduction of a visa regime with Ukraine, economic sanctions, rise in prices for energy carriers for Ukraine); 

· Representation about the NATO, as the aggressive block waging frequent wars. The introduction into the North Atlantic block connect that Ukraine will be compelled to participate in military operations and to incur corresponding costs. In particular, there are serious fears that, having joined the NATO, Ukraine becomes a target for terrorists. As a whole, there is more than half interrogated with this or that confidence shares have agreed that the introduction of Ukraine into the NATO … 

· Will worsen relations with Russia and Belarus; 

· Will compel the Ukrainian soldiers to participate in military operations in interests of the USA; 

· Will deprive Ukraine of the status внеблокового the state, will make its target for terrorists; 

· Will cause a huge defence cost; 

· Will aggravate pressure in the Ukrainian society; 

· Will lead to loss of political independence by Ukraine.

2. Problem and Consequences.
         Ukraine has been denied admission to the NATO Membership Action Plan (MAP), which precedes the entry into the alliance. But the NATO leaders reassured Ukraine that their cooperation and preparations for admission will be continued. 

There are some outstanding problems, like a foreign military base in Sevastopol. Under the allied rules, a potential member should not have any foreign troops on its territory. However, in the past the presence of Russian military bases did not prevent the united Germany from being a member, which means that NATO can adjust its standards if need be. 

Attitude to NATO in Ukraine may develop into a much bigger problem. It is obvious that so far the majority of people in Ukraine is opposed to NATO membership and wants it to remain neutral. In the complicated domestic situation, forced entry into NATO may split the country and some of its regions may secede. Such an outcome is not likely to please either Kiev or Brussels, so there are no grounds to expect Ukraine's fast NATO entry. 
President Victor Yushchenko paid attention that membership in the NATO is necessary for the country as an independence and sovereignty guarantee. Except the thesis about guarantees of national safety the Ukrainian power results at least two advantages of membership in the NATO – strengthening of democracy and increasing of the western investments. 
But what consequences will Russia face if Ukraine joins NATO? They could be broken up into several categories. 

First, it will encounter military consequences. Tensions on Russia's western borders will rapidly go up. At present, NATO's tactical aircraft can reach Moscow in about an hour. Their flying time would be reduced to 20-25 minutes. The NATO forces would increase by several divisions, 300 to 350 combat aircraft, and 10 to 12 surface ships. This would further increase the already big gap in NATO and Russia's military potentials. (June 23, 2008, Ilya Kramnik)
Black sea becomes (with prospect of the introduction into the NATO of Georgia) internal lake of the North Atlantic alliance. Russia still has a strip of coast in the extent of all in some hundreds kilometres. To hold fleet (as operatively-strategic association) in these conditions is almost impossible. Differently, Russia on Black sea will be in the foreseeable future presented by group of high-speed patrol boats. Necessities for larger ships for similar conditions simply are not present. In case of the military conflict they will have no place to take cover. Even sea of Azov becomes the water pool half belonging to the NATO. 
For an alliance, and possibilities of conducting investigation essentially increase in an operative and tactical link. The tactical aircraft for few minutes can already appear over the industrial centres of Ural and Siberia. Differently, in Russia such concept, as strategic back disappears. All country actually becomes a front strip. To time for acceptance of necessary decisions in a crisis situation practically does not remain, and there will be already no place to recede. (Michael Hodarenok «the Military-industrial courier». | EVENTS | 2005-01-21 09:48:00)

Political consequences would be closely linked with the military ones. Tensions between Russia and the West would escalate; and the political climate, which already leaves much to be desired, would finally slide to the worst times of the Cold War. Confrontation in Europe would be tense, but its front would move closer to the former Soviet territory. 
Ukraine will break off relations with Russia. Separating from political underlying reason of this question and proceeding exclusively from pragmatic reasons, Kiev would be compelled to recognise that the problem is covered only that Ukraine for all years of independence and has not created alternative Russian the cooperation communications. 
Russia will support and strengthen to activity of the Ukrainian organisations focused on protection of Russian and Orthodoxy. 
Russia has already sustained economic losses because of Kiev's flirtation with NATO. Its defense industry has to downgrade cooperation with its western neighbor and gradually move to Russia the production of spare parts for military hardware, which were previously made in Ukraine, or develop their counterparts. The range of this hardware is rather broad - electronic components, missile, aircraft, ship and tank engines, as well as different auxiliary equipment. If Ukraine joins NATO, such cooperation will end once and for all. 
Russia will organize border line with Ukraine as a member of NATO.

Ukraine will have economic loses also. 

The most indicative in this context is the military-industrial complex and aircraft engineering. The Ukrainian officials recognise that if Russia will declare boycott, in Ukraine hi-tech manufactures will be closed. The aviation enterprises for some last years while the Ukrainian power tried to provide their independence of cooperation with Russia, have broken performance of the largest contracts (like manufacture of planes for Libya and Egypt) and have rolled down to bankruptcy. Hopes of the new unions with the western manufacturers have not justified, for those are not interested in new competitors. 
It is expected that the sharp rise in prices for energy carriers becomes following blow in not declared Ukrainian-Russian war. Some Ukrainian experts predict that next year the price for gas can increase with present 179,5 to 300 dollars for 1 thousand in cubic m. According to the People's Deputy of Ukraine, the honourable chairman of Open Society "Motor-sich" Vyacheslav Boguslaeva, it will lead to an industrial collapse: to a stop of the majority of the chemical-metallurgical enterprises.

(January, 2008) Russian lawmakers terminated an agreement with Ukraine on early warning and space monitoring systems, citing Ukraine's failure to provide adequate technical support to radar facilities located on its territory.
Russia will introduce the restrictions of economic character which, possibly, will have selective character and to be applied concerning separate firms and the companies; 
However, the fact that Ukraine's NATO entry would give a legal seal to the new geopolitical reality. 

